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of starvation; that thousands of cattle had perished, and

hundreds of men had been buried under the fallen houses.

All this proved happily to be the grossest exaggeration,
but if the truth was not so bad as that, it was nevertheless
bad enough. In Baroda City 40 people lost their lives, and
over 4,500 houses were either destroyed or damaged. In
a small village outside the city containing but 46 inhabi-
tants 32 were drowned, but otherwise the loss of life was
not great. The ascertained total loss throughout the
affected districts was 107 inclusive of Baroda City. But
if the loss of human life was thus fortunately small, the
damage to houses, the loss of crops, and the death of live-
stock made the plight of the people almost desperate.
The number of live-stock of all descriptions thus lost is
returned at about 3,000, but luckily there were amongst
these comparatively few of the bovine species which is
so indispensable to the Indian ryot. It was, however, in
the matter of their houses that the people suffered most.
No fewer than 93,220 either collapsed or were damaged.
Most of these were no doubt of that unsubstantial land to
be met with in all Indian villages, especially among the
poorer classes, but though such dwellings are easily re-
built, the fact made the immediate distress rather more
than less acute. The total loss to the people, whose
inability to resist a single season of drought is notorious,
was estimated at close on 150 lakhs Rs., or about a million
sterling, and this did not include the loss to agriculture,
not only by the submersion of the standing crops, but by
the layer of sand which the onrush of the flood had spread
over the fields.

The Maharaja, who had at first only read the newspaper
reports, was greatly distressed, and at once telegraphed
his sympathy coupled with a handsome donation towards
relief, and wise orders, which practically gave the Govern-
ment a free hand* They rose nobly to the occasion.